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the purpose of clarity, consistency and layout limitations.

The Whitstone Whistler is not necessarily in agreement with the 
opinions expressed in this magazine and accepts no responsibility for 
transactions with private or trade advertisers. All information correct at 
time of going to press.

E&OE.  © 2011 The Whitstone Whistler Committee.
Printed by Phil Tucker, Northmoor, Whitstone  t: 01288 341617



Whitstone Whistler June 2011           Page  3

Inside This Issue
Community News...................3
Councillor’s Report................12
Spring Update.....................13
20 Questions.......................14
Citizens Advice....................15 
Diary................................18
Mrs Trewhitless....................21
Whitstone Whippersnappers...25
Nature Watch.......................28
A Jeremiah Come to    Judgement29
Letters...........................33
Useful Numbers...................35

This month’s seasonal 
cover picture was taken 
by Mike Snowden.

Community News  
     

A.G.M.

Acorns Pre-School is holding it’s Annual General Meeting on Thursday 16th 
June 2011 in the Pre-School building, situated in the grounds of Whitstone 
Primary School, commencing at 7.30pm.

The Pre-School is committee run (currently just Mums!) but Dads, 
Grandparents and friends with an interest in the Pre-School may also 
join.  We all volunteer our time and support each other in the running of 
the Pre-School.  Without a committee there would be no pre-school.  Like 
many, I’ve had my reservations in the past, but it’s actually not that 
scary to be part of a team that is helping to provide a fun, safe learning 
environment for our little ones.  

If you would like to come along and offer your support in any way we would 
be most grateful.
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Increasing Sessions

Acorns Pre-School is currently considering opening for some morning 
sessions in addition to the afternoon sessions now available.  The sessions 
would run from 9.00am till 12 noon, with a lunch club being offered until 
the afternoon session starts at 12.30pm.

In order to know if this would be viable, we would welcome any parents 
of under • ves to answer our questionnaire. (This places you under no 
obligation).

Do you currently have a child attending Acorns Pre-School?  

        Yes No

How many sessions per week does your child currently attend?  

        ______
 
Would you be likely to enrol your child in morning sessions?  

        Yes No

Would this increase the number of sessions attended by your child? 

        Yes No

Could you indicate which mornings you would be interested in?

     Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri

Would you be interested in using the lunch club?    

        Yes No

Any other comments?

Please could you return this questionnaire to Acorns Pre-School, Oak 
Lane, Whitstone, Holsworthy EX22 6TH or phone Cindy on 07963202225 
to register your interest or complete the questionnaire online at www.
whitstonevillage.com
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Whitstone Cancer Research UK 

A successful Ploughmans 
and Pudding Lunch was held 
in St Annes Hall on May7th. 
The committee were 
delighted with the generous 
donations made  by The 
Cornish Farmhouse Bacon 
Company for the ham, 
Davidstowe Cheese for a 
reduced price and Whitstone 
Village Stores for their help 
with ordering rolls at cost 
price. The Committee also 
excelled themselves in the 
provision of puddings as can 

be seen from the amazing display. After expenses £350 was made  from the 
lunch and the extensive draw. Thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported the event and helped us raise the money for such a worthwhile 
cause. 

Whitstone Cancer Research UK Committee

St. Anne’s Church

Services at St. Anne’s Church

Sun June 5 th  11:15am    Holy Communion       Revd. James Rugg

Sun June 12 th  6:30pm      Evening Service        Revd. James Rugg

Sun June 19 th  11:15am    Holy Communion       Revd. Rob Dickenson

Sun June 26 nd 11:15am     Morning Prayer         Worship Leaders

Sun July 3 rd  11:15am     Holy Communion      Revd. Rob Dickenson
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Methodist Chapel

Methodist Chapel Services
Services at 11.00am unless stated otherwise.

June 5th  Pauline Burnett for a Family Service

June 12th  Rev. Beth Mc Dowell (Sacrament)

June 19th  Peter Cole

June 26th  Christine Foster

July 3rd  Rev. John Henry (Sacrament)

We held a very successful Coffee Morning in the Sunday School Hall on May 
21 st raising £510.10p.  This included generous donations, a varied cake 
stall and a laden bric-a -brac stall.

Who said it is the ladies that do all the talking?  We had folks aged from  1 
to ? that would be too rude to mention!!  Thank you to everyone who came 
along to support us and enjoyed an hour of fellowship and friendly chat.

Smile Club  usually takes place on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the 
month in the Methodist Sunday School Hall from 6.00 - 7.15 pm. Children 
from 5 years and upwards are welcome to come along and join in the fun 
and games, art and craft activities all with a Christian Message. 

Smile Club dates
June 8th 
June 22nd
July 13th 

There will then be a break through the summer holidays.

Pastoral Care

We would like to make you aware of our Community Pastoral Care Support 
Group.  Whether it is transport, help with your shopping or just a chat.  If 
we can help we will, or else we will point you in the right direction.  We are 
a team of 7 under the Truro Diocese.  A con" dential and discreet service is 
provided.  Contact: Pam - 01288 341279 or Maggie - 01288 341332
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The Parish Council were delighted to see so many parishioners enjoying 
the recent Parish Plan launch and Royal Wedding event held on 29 April. 
With such beautiful weather and a fantastic high tea, many thanks 
to Whitstone Cancer Research UK committee, the day was a huge 
success and was attended by approximately 200 residents at its peak!  

The Parish Plan launch attracted new faces to sign up and get involved 
in moving various projects forward and help continue the excellent 
work already put in by the Steering Committee. The Council would like 
to thank Tom Collins VIP for presenting Royal Wedding commemorative 
mugs to the young children of the village, and also John Barrett (balloons) 
and Charlotte Hopper (bunting) for the festive decoration of the hall.

At the May Parish Council meeting Cllr A Adamson was re-
elected as Chairman and Cllr J Barrett as Vice-Chairman.

The next Parish Council meeting , will be held at 8.15pm  on Wednesday 
8th  June 2011 at St Anne’s Parish Hall, Whitstone. The agenda will be 
displayed ahead of the meeting on the Parish notice board, opposite the 
shop. If you would like to contact the Parish Council please use the drop-
box in the village stores, this box is checked regularly before the agenda is 
prepared for Parish Council meetings.

L Woods, Parish Clerk

Whitstone Parish Council

Whitstone CP School PTFA

Whitstone School Talent Show & BBQ

from 3.30pm Friday 1 st July at the School 
£1 entry

End of Summer Term Cake Stall

Thursday 21 st July
3.15 outside School.
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Whitstone Ladies Skittles Club

Trevor’s Plant Sale

Trevor Tucker’s Plant Sale held last month 
was a success and raised £505.70 for the 
chosen charities of Cancer Research UK and 
Childrens Hospice South West.

The skittles season is now over so it is time for our end of season review. 
Towards the end of each season Holsworthy Ladies Skittle League hold 
three cup games with every team in the league participating,  in total 30 
teams. In the Five Founders Cup Whitstone battled through to the quarter 
! nals, ! nally losing to Bradford A/B. In both the Challenge Cup and the 
Individual Cup we got through to the second rounds. All three of these cup 
games are a nerve racking ordeal that turns even the most experienced 
players to jelly, so I think you will agree that we did well.

In the end of season League tables Whitstone A Team captained by Charlene 
May ! nished in 16th position, Team B captained by Ruth Mill was joint 
8th (32 teams participating). On aggregate ( both A and B teams scores 
combined) Whitstone were placed 6th in the 1st Division, so we did well 
this season, a result which we are very pleased with.

Now it is time for us to rest, have a good summer and to come back 
refreshed to start all over again in September.

Susan Turnock (Secretary of Whitstone Ladies Skittles)
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I would like to thank everybody for coming to our meeting on Wednesday 
18 May 2011.  An opening by Patti Bennett was made to explain that 
the agenda was primarily made from the objectives that were recognised 
by the Parish Plan. She went on to offer the Associations assistance in 
whatever area the Parish Plan Committee saw that it could be of help in 
achieving their goal.   I would particularly like to thank PC Nick Jessop 
for attending the meeting. He advised us on what is needed to adopt 
a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, and offered to start by arranging the 
necessary documentation and a meeting to explain to all residents of 
Whitstone, who are interested, what would be required to get the Scheme 
off the ground.   He brie• y outlined what the community should do in 
respect to bullying.  Tania Horrocks from Cornwall Council and Jo May, the 
Community Development Assistant also attended and were very helpful in 
pointing out what areas Cornwall Council could provide assistance and in 
particular where they could perhaps provide an Agenda to help the youth of 
Whitstone.   Our thanks also goes to Cllr Tucker and members of the Parish 
Council who took time out of their busy schedule to attend our meeting, it 
was very much appreciated.  Our next meeting will be primarily dedicated 
to the youth of Whitstone and where and what the Association can do 
for them, so I would very much like to hear from any parent(s) of what 
would be of interest to you and your children if it was made available in 
Whitstone.  Please Contact: Ray Feltham 01288 341051 or Patti Bennett: 
01288 341097 or email: patti.bennett@btinternet.com

Ray Feltham 
For & on behalf of Whitstone Residents Association

Whitstone Residents Association

Whitstone CP School

Following on from the article by Councillor Tucker in a previous issue I 
would like to write in praise of and to congratulate all those former pupils 
who received CATS awards at the recent ceremony in the Parkhouse Centre 
in Bude. These are awards (together with a choice of reward) in recognition 
of positive community action. Well done, Claire, Samantha, Katrina, Stacy, 
Shannon, Ben and Gabrielle. At a time when many only see the negative 
side of what our younger generation are involved in it is good to see you 
being recognised for your positive contribution.

Mr Woolner (Headteacher -  Whitstone Primary School)
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HIGHBRE CREST
WHITSTONE

Ideal venue for small 
dinner parties and luncheons.

Specialising in traditional roasts

Bed & Breakfast available

E.T.C. Silver Award

Booking Essential

Linda Cole 

01288 341002

Penbode 
  Veterinary 
     Group

North Road
Holsworthy

Devon
EX22 6HB

Telephone
01409 253418

Fax

01409 254732

The community of caring 
veterinary surgeons

Ashley House
Bradworthy

Devon
EX22 7SL

Telephone
01409 241241

Fax

01409 241972

Horizon View
Stratton
Cornwall

EX23 9AB

Telephone
01288 353766

Fax

01288 356823

34 Market Place
Camelford
Cornwall
PL32 9PD

Telephone
01840 213277

Fax

01840 213138
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       Councillor’s Report
    By Cllr. Phil Tucker

Planning Decisions

It seems that the planning decisions are often the opposite of the wishes 
locally.  When local people oppose an application the planning of! cers want 
to pass it. When an application is supported locally the planners want it 
refused.

Planners seem to reference planning documents when it suits them and 
ignore them when not.  I have recently had an application on which was 
very high visibility on the cliffs at Crackington, right in the heart of the 
AONB where planners didn’t even ask the AONB their views and another 
application which was low visibility right on the boarder of the AONB and 
tucked into the hedge where planners refused the application mostly on 
the grounds of it being in the AONB.

I am ! nding this very frustrating.  The of! cers say that they are maintaining 
a standard approach to planning.  I think that I am seeing a ‘pick ‘n mix’ 
attitude to the policies and which to apply (or not) with each application. 
Enforcement is sometimes worse, one person is administrated quickly 
and forcibly while others are not.  This is not linked to public complaints 
indeed it seems often to be inverted response.  Where, for instance, many 
people have objected over a building which is built too high (usually by 
large developer) and it has increased blocking of their light, the planners 
have allowed the property to remain.  Where there has been no complaint 
and the digression is less, the planning department have insisted that the 
building is removed and frankly, hounded that individual.

In your home you should expect light or space and protection from this 
diminishing by a new or altered property being built.   Planning permission 
was started to protect communities from unreasonable structures and to 
protect the weaker community members from the oppressive or perhaps 
we could call them aggressive developers.  My recent experience is that this 
is now exactly what we don’t have.  We do seem to have large well ! nanced 
developers running our communities and making our planning departments 
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scared to oppose them.  Some think that the situation is made worse when 
agents and developers put their applications forward in, what is termed in 
the business, “pre-application talks”.  This is prior to an application where 
no one else might be able to put a reasoned defence of the application.  At 
this meeting the of• cer will ask the prospective applicant to address certain 
issues prior to application.  The problem then is how the of• cer addresses 
other issues raised either by the elected councillor or by the community 
after the actual application has been made.
  
Has the of• cer decided an application before it goes to consultation, actually 
before there is an application and have they pre-determined the outcome 
themselves by hearing just one side of the argument? You might think so, 
I couldn’t possibly comment!

If you have any issues which you feel are not being addressed properly or 
which you need help with then please don’t hesitate to give me a call.
Phil Tucker 01288 341617 philip.tucker@homecall.co.uk

Jacobstow Local Food Market

Just six months old, but the Local Food Market  is going from strength to 
strength.  Last time we had nine  local food producers, incl. Cottage Farm, 
Wooda Farm, Bangors Organic, Sooz jams and chutneys, New Witheven, 
Whalesborough cheeses, Deli Charcuterie ham and salami, Tintagel 
honey and also lots of cakes, veg and other goodies from the " ourishing 
Community Stall, where anyone can offer their excess produce to their 
friends and neighbours.  This time it should be even better.
 
The  Local Food Market  will again be held in the Jacobstow Parish 
Hall 10am to 12 noon on 9th June  and then every second Thursday at 
the same time.  Refreshments will be available, entry and music is free!  
Everyone is welcome!
 
More information at www.TransitionNC.org (click on Individual Parishes, 
Jacobstow and Events).  Any questions, or to book a stall just email Cottage.
Farm@tiscali.co.uk or phone Celia on 01840 230 548.
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Citizens Advice welcomes OFT response to its super 
complaint on cold call credit but wants cold calls 
banned

Citizens Advice has welcomed the Of• ce of Fair Trading’s (OFT) response to 
their super complaint on cold call credit and debt management.

A report published by the charity in March revealed how tens of thousands 
of people are being tricked out of large sums of money by rogue loan • nder 
• rms taking advantage of the dif• cult economic climate. 

Citizens Advice Chief Executive Gillian Guy  said:

“We are very pleased that the OFT agrees there is a serious problem and 
that action is needed to stop cold-call credit brokers tricking vulnerable 
people out of large sums of money for non-existent loans and other • nancial 
services. 

“Rogue • rms need to be stopped in their tracks before they get their hands 
on anyone’s money. Current economic conditions are providing fertile 
ground for unscrupulous credit businesses and fraudsters and the problem 
is set to grow.

The super complaint

Cashing in , based on evidence from Citizens Advice Bureaux all over 
England, Wales and Scotland, described how victims of the recession are 
being targeted by • rms who phone or text out of the blue offering to help 
• nd a loan. People are then charged a hefty fee for a loan that often fails 
to materialise, and cannot get their money back. 

In many cases they are persuaded to part with bank account details only 
to • nd money is withdrawn from their account without their consent. Their 
details are often then passed on to other companies who bombard them 
with more texts and cold calls offering loans, debt management or claims 
management services.

Many of the problems seen by the CAB service involve seemingly legitimate 
licensed credit businesses breaching current consumer protection rules. 
But CAB evidence also suggests that fraudsters posing as credit brokers 
are using the same tactics to extract bank details from people and steal 
hundreds of pounds from their accounts.
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    IF YOU HAVE BEEN RECENTLY BEREAVED PLEASE READ THIS 
    AND IF YOU THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL COME ALONG ON 
            THE FIRST THURSDAY AFTERNOON OF THE MONTH    

       A ‘drop in tea’ for the recently bereaved will be held on the
                    • rst Tuesday afternoon of the month
          at the Parkhouse Centre in Bude from 20:30-4:30 p.m.

      These afternoons are designed for anyone who has been 
       recently bereaved no matter which undertaker they have
       used or of which faith or Christian denomination they aspire 
       to or none.

       Trained bereavement support volunteers will be available if 
        you would like to talk with them about your feelings and 
        experience of bereavement. Or you may simply welcome 
        the opportunity of talking with other bereaved people in a
        similar situation to your own.

        You may wish to come for the whole afternoon or just
        drop in at any time between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. as is  
        most convenient for you.

       Tea or coffee and biscuits will be available.

      For more information please call Rob on 
    01566781570
     or email rob.yeomans1@btinternet.com   

                  WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU                          

A big problem

Citizens Advice said these practices were widespread, with 840 million cold 
calls made by debt management • rms in 2009 and loan fee scams affecting 
at least 110,000 people a year and costing the UK public £190 million 
annually.   They warned that these numbers are bound to rise further at a 
time when, according to recent estimates, up to six million households are 
either in arrears with bills or credit commitments or are • nding a constant 
struggle to keep up.
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Local manufacturer and installer of high quality 
windows, doors and conservatories.

PVC, hardwood, soft wood, facia and guttering 
installed

Fully employed and trained fitting staff
Excellent supply only prices

Kings Hill Industrial Estate
Bude
EX23 8QN

Windows/doors/conservatories
08000 439765
Building supplies
01288 355550
enquiries@kjbromell.co.uk

Fresh Organic Meat
at below shop prices

Cottage Farm , Jacobstow
A sustainable organic farm 

powered by renewable energy

Red Ruby Beef
‘the best beef I have ever eaten’ Hugh.F-W.

hung for 21 days, mixed cuts, 
10, 15 & 30kg boxes

Wiltshire Horn Lamb
‘the sheep for organic farms’

hung for 7 days, whole & half lamb boxes, 
cut to your requirements

Free Local Delivery
to EX22/23 & PL15/32/33/34/35 postcodes

For a brochure tel Celia on 01840 230548  
or

E-mail cottage.farm@tiscali.co.uk

Livestock Domestic

Whatever your fencing needs, 
John & Karen will be happy to 

supply a free - no obligation estimate.

Equestrian

Call us now  
to discuss your ideas 

John : 07816 164250
Karen: 07968 327120

Also: All types of Gates -  Decking 
 Featheredge Fencing - Lattice Fencing 

STAY PUT 
FENCING
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L EARN TO DRIVE 
with

PETER WESTLAKE

01288 381263
07974 048013

Depots at: 
 Launceston, Cornwall.    
 01566 772938
 Holsworthy, Devon. 
 01288 341284
 Honiton, Devon. 
 01404 548010
 Taunton, Somerset.         
 01823 432689
 Penzance, Cornwall. 
 01736 740926

www.hamblys.com

CLAAS

I am a fully quali• ed Primary Teacher and 
an experienced guitarist.  I work as a 
private home tutor.  Primary – Key Stages 
1 & 2 Guitar – Beginner to advanced
Please contact to discuss your home tuition 
requirements. Alec Horn BSc (Hons) QTS

07788100692
www.northcornwallhometuition.co.uk
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      Mrs Trewhitless
Notes from the Whitsend Kitchen 

An Offal Day!

It always amazes me, how simply eating the right meal can make a dull day 
brighter, a cold day warmer and when you’re feeling rather off-colour, put 
you back to rights. It was on one of those off  days that I took myself off to 
the village to hunt for some liver. I suspect liver is rather like Marmite, you 
either like it or hate it. To my taste, the liver we can buy locally is really the 
best ever and I love it. It’s not just the taste and texture, but if I’m under 
the weather, I can virtually feel all that iron doing me good as I eat it. 

There are few dishes as tasty as liver with a rasher or two of bacon (the 
local smoked is perfect), creamy mashed potatoes and oodles of rich onion 
gravy, but this seems a rather wintry meal as we approach summer. My 
favourite liver and pasta dish is ideal at any time of the year and is what 
got my children hooked on liver when they were younger – Mr T and I have 
enjoyed it regularly ever since. It’s easy and quick to prepare and quite a 
cheap meal too.

Liver and pasta shells:
Ingredients  (to serve 4)
1 pack of pig’s liver (usually about 450g)
2 medium onions
1 cupful of frozen peas (broad beans work well too)
500g pack / jar of passata (a tin of chopped tomatoes would do, with 
some tomato purée
2 teaspoons of dried sage
A dash or three (!) of sherry (optional, but de" nitely worth it)
Pasta shells (or twists, any kind will do) for 4
A little oil
A little plain # our
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Halve, then slice the onions and gently soften them in a little oil in a deep 
frying pan. Meanwhile wash the liver, blot it dry and cut it into narrow 
strips. Toss the strips in the • our, just to give them a light coating, and 
when the onions are beginning to brown, add the liver strips to the pan, 
stirring and turning them constantly. When the liver is a little browned all 
round, add the passata, sherry and sage to the pan and let the mixture 
simmer gently. I usually put a lid on the pan at this point.

Now prepare your pasta as directed on the packet, in another saucepan, 
which usually takes less than 10 minutes. 5 minutes before the pasta is 
ready, add the frozen peas or beans to the pan of liver. When cooked 
enough, drain the pasta and add to the pan of liver, which should now be 
tender and not overcooked. You can now serve the meal from one pan.
I have sometimes used these quantities for two of us and frozen half of the 
• nished dish, to use on another day. That has worked quite well, though I 
think the liver becomes less tender.

It’s not just the local liver and bacon that’s so good; I have a good deal 
of pleasure trying out the packs of diced pork in different ways, and this 
method went down particularly well in the Trewhitless household last week. 
Once again, it’s easy to prepare, especially because you can marinade the 
meat overnight and it’s all ready to cook, when you want.

Pork with cider:
Ingredients  to serve 4
1 pack of the local diced pork (I think they are all about the same weight)
2 tbsp light olive oil
Juice of 1 lemon
2 cloves garlic, crushed
2 tsp ground coriander
salt and black pepper, to taste
¾ pt dry cider (I suspect an unsweetened apple juice could work too)
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Put the pork in a dish and season with salt and pepper. Drizzle the olive oil, 
the juice of the lemon and ¼ pt of the cider over the meat. Add the garlic, 
the coriander, and stir up everything up together. Cover with cling• lm and 
place in the fridge overnight.

When you want to cook the meat, take out the pieces of pork with a slotted 
spoon and fry them in a little hot oil in a deep frying pan, stirring until they 
are browned on all sides. Then add the liquid remaining from the marinade 
and the remaining ½ pint of cider to the pan and let the mixture simmer 
uncovered for about 15 to 20 minutes.

I served this with brown rice and a salad, but I think some new Cornish 
potatoes and greens would be very suitable too.

It was really interesting to read Avril Feltham’s variation on the Russian • sh 
pie recipe in her letter last month, and I do want to try it out soon, with 
her mashed potato topping. Many thanks to Avril for writing in. I guess 
several of you will have interesting ideas of what to cook up with our locally 
produced liver and pork, so please make a little time to write in to Mrs 
Trewhitless via the Whistler and share your recipes. 

Meanwhile, bon appetit!
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Whippersnappers
T h e  W h i t s t o n e

One of the topics in Class 1’s literacy lessons 
this term has been story writing. One of the 
featured stories pupils have been looking at 
is Peter Pan. In their DT lessons, they made 
puppets based on the characters in Peter Pan. 
They made the heads of their puppets from 
papier-mâché  and created the costumes for 
them from various fabrics.

Pupils in Class 2 enjoyed a treat when Don 
Newton visited the school for the day. They 
spent the day designing and making masks. 
The results of their day’s efforts were some 
wonderful masks. 
 

Pupils in Key Stage 2 enjoyed their penultimate session of forest school. 
For this session, Claire was joined by artist Karen Howse.
 
Our ! rst task was to collect soil from different areas around our camp. This 
meant mostly clay of different colours from yellow, through grey to shades 
of brown. We ground the samples of soil to a ! ne powder using stones. Then 
we mixed the powdered soil with water to make a pigment that we could 
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use. The next task was to make 
applicators with which to apply the 
paint to the paper. Again, we were 
only allowed to use materials or 
objects we could • nd around our 
camp. We collected sticks, rushes, 
feathers, moss and cones. With 
these items we improvised tools 
that were analogous to brushes, 
scrapers and sponges. The subject 
of our artwork was inspired by the 
woods around us. We were amazed 
by what we could achieve in terms 

of tone and effect with a limited palette and our makeshift tools. After 
lunch, we divided into groups for making • res.

Each group found a suitable place in which to make a hearth. We prepared 
the area and gathered fuel for our • res. Claire had provided us with some 
tinder and a steel to get our • res going but after that we were one our own. 
After the • res had been alight for a while and some glowing embers began 
to appear, we toasted marshmallows.

All too soon, it was time for us to leave and return to school. We made sure 
that the • res had been fully extinguished and restored the sites so that it 
would be dif• cult for anyone to see where the • res had been. We collected 
our bags, our artwork and made a last check that we had not left any litter 
lying around. We said our farewells to Claire and Karen at the entrance to 
the woods and thanked them for another great session. 

The pupils in Class 3 had a great time at the Roseland Outdoor Education 
Centre. They enjoyed amazing activities and challenges: archery, sailing, 
canoeing, speed boating and the Pirates’ Challenge. The most popular 
activity in the Pirates’ Challenge was the Crocodile River. The children have 
written letters to the instructors – Nikki, Jez, Alex, Paul and Keith - at the 
centre to thank them for organizing such a great time. Oh, and thanks, too, 
to Mrs Dyer and Mr Woolner.

While pupils in Class 3 were on their three-day-long residential trip to 
Roseland, pupils in Class 2 undertook a mini-project. The theme of this 
project was habitats.

Mrs Stanbury had arranged for us to visit the RHS gardens at Rosemoor. 
We travelled by coach to Rosemoor where we were met by John Hickson, 
one of the education of• cers at Rosemoor, who escorted us to the Peter 
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Buckley Learning Centre, the new education building at Rosemoor, a light-
• lled, airy building.

After an introductory talk, we went on a minibeasts hunt in the woodland 
area that surrounded the education centre. Each of us was given a viewer 
in which to place any minibeasts – or invertebrates as we learned to refer to 
them – we found and an invertebrate collecting tool, which an unenlightened 
lay person might easily have mistaken for a teaspoon. After spending some 
time searching under stones and logs and bark, and ferreting around in 
the leaf litter, we chose one of the minibeasts – oops, invertebrates – and 
made a detailed drawing of it. 

After lunch, we went on a woolly worm hunt. Before we arrived, John had 
hidden some lengths of wool of different colours on the grassed area next 
to the classrooms. As we found the woolly worms we gave them in order to 
John who attached them to a board. When all the worms had been found, 
we studied the board. The worms we had found • rst were the ones that 
were bright-coloured – whites, yellows, oranges, reds – and the ones we 
found most dif• cult to • nd were the worms that were green. This showed 
how effective camou• age can be to an animal and how the right disguise 
can prevent it from being easily seen and becoming supper for a predator.

The geography topic this term for pupils in Key Stage 2 has been coasts.  
We have been studying how the sea shapes our coastline. We have been 
looking at how the sea erodes the cliffs to create different features – 
undercuts, caves, arches, stacks. We have made collage pictures of the 
coast to illustrate some of the features. We have related our artwork this 
half-term to coasts. We have been looking at the paintings that the artists 
who came to Newlyn produced. We painted our own watercolour pictures 
of beaches, bays and boats.
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After a lovely warm start to Spring, May was a bit of a shock, 
everyone hoped that the warmth and sunshine was here to stay, but 
unfortunately that was not true and it was very cold and windy with 
some very damp dismal days, with not enough rain to make much 
difference, although the • owers seemed to thrive and the roses in 
my garden are in full bloom a good month earlier than usual.

Keith was browsing on the nature web sites and noted that there 
are Puf• ns breeding near New Polzeath so we decided to go and 
take a look, we parked in a National Trust car park - no charge!, 
and walked the mile along most beautiful rugged coastline to The 
Rump, where although it was windy, the sun was shining and the 
sea was blue, and settled down with the telescope to scan the area 
of water between the shore and the tiny island called Moules to 
look for sea birds, on the island there were dozens of Shags, very 
similar to Cormorants  but about two thirds the size,  plenty of gulls, 
both Black Backed and Herring, several Gannets and about a dozen 
Puf• ns, • ying off the island to catch tiny • sh, and they will remain 
until about the middle of July when the young are sturdy enough to 
• y out to sea.  All sea birds have to return to land to breed because 
obviously they can not lay eggs on the water, but when the young 
have • edged they remain out at sea on the continental shelf until 
they are of breeding age.

We walk along the Bude Canal and study the bird life on the Marshes 
several times a week, but so far this year we have seen no sign 
of King• shers, so whether they moved away during the time that 
the canal was frozen over I do not know, but perhaps when and 
if they breed we may see some as they have to feed the young 
very frequently and should be seen • shing on the water, we have 
however heard plenty of tiny Wrens, so they seem to have survived 
very well.  We have seen two pairs of Canada Geese on the canal 
with broods of goslings, one set of four and one of seven so that is 
very good news.

Nature Watch
By Fran Slade
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Friday is • lm night in Bude
Films are shown at the Parkhouse Centre
Ergue-Gaberic Way, Bude EX23 8LD
Doors open 6.30 pm — Screening starts 7.30pm
                                 (unless otherwise stated) 

Thu 2 nd  June - Black Swan (Cert 15)
                    

Admission: £4.00 - Tickets are available from  Bude TIC,  Ark Angel   
Bookshop Bude,  on the door,  or buy on line via the Cornish Riviera 
Box Of! ce at www.crbo.co.uk (NB. No Booking Fee")

Bude Folk Club
The Falcon Hotel, Bude

Sun 12 th  June  – BUDE FOLK CLUB – THE FALCON HOTEL  
7:00pm

Sun 26 th  June  – BUDE FOLK CLUB – THE FALCON HOTEL 
7:00pm

All welcome, singers, musicians, story tellers etc. free entry, collection 
for club funds
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It wasn’t a judgement as subtle as those submitted to Daniel, or as important 
as the one that Solomon famously delivered; as it involved a judgement 
of a class of beauty, it might be thought to have recalled something of the 
pickle that caused Paris so much trouble, though, in fairness to Jeremiah 
Molesworth, untainted by any charge of venality in his case. 

The following are abridged extracts from transcriptions of the diary of 
Jeremiah. As poor Molesworth has passed over onto the side of the great 
majority, there is no likelihood that an injunction, whether of the ordinary 
or of the super kind, can be applied for and thus prevent the following from 
appearing in the Whistler (if the editor of that august organ, justly lauded 
for his perspicacity, doesn’t reject it, of course) or any other publication or 
outlet of repute. As to the identity of the source of the extracts, I’m honour 
bound not to reveal his or her name. 

June 6 th   

The letter of invitation arrived in this morning’s post and seemed to offer 
nothing more unpleasant than the prospect of an agreeable weekend 
spent in the country being indulged by my father’s favourite sister, my 
Aunt Berta. I spent the rest of the day engaged in the most important of 
tasks: assembling my wardrobe for the impending visit. What one wears 
on these occasions is very important. (Despite all the nonsense talked 
about appearance, it is important: how one presents oneself to the world 
is a mark of one’s standing and one’s self-esteem; I condemn, without 
reservation, those people, especially the ones that should know better, who 
do not dress appropriately and decorously, yet with a certain fashionable 
élan.) The weekend would, no doubt, involve participation in those 
tiresome traditions that had been established over time: a gentle amble 
around the estate showering condescension on the poor and needy – in 
my opinion it should only be the deserving poor and needy who are the 
bene! ciaries of such attention; sympathizing with those who are ill and 
in! rm; a small soirée attended by guests carefully selected from among 
the local society to re" ect Aunt Berta’s egalitarian principles (where these 
silly notions originated from is a complete mystery to the family); and, 
just as inescapable, the necessary corrective of church parade on Sunday 
morning. Anyone who’s sat on a pew of penitential hardness in a damp 
church whilst suffering from the after-effects of the night that precedes the 
morning after will know what a sobering effect such an experience has on 
both the body and the soul.

A Jeremiah Come to Judgement

By Ean Lawrence
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June 7 th  

I arrived at Molesworth station in good spirits having enjoyed an excellent 
luncheon in the train’s dining car. Waiting at the station was Butterworth, 
driving the old but well-polished shooting-brake. Butterworth, who serves 
Aunt Berta in a number of roles, is, at times, taciturn to the extent that 
many who do not know him well assume that he is a mute; there have been 
occasions when even I, who does know him well, entertained the possibility 
that he may actually have lost the power of speech: there would be days 
when the only responses he would make would be either shakes or nods 
of the head. But I like old Butterworth. Over the years, while visiting dear 
Aunt Berta, he has proved to be most discreet about my little indiscretions. 
Arriving at Wren House, the building (late Elizabethan with a repulsive 
Victorian excrescence) is bathed in a lambent, blue • ame: the Wisteria has 
reached the full bloom of its horrible perfection. 

Taking care not to expend more energy than was necessary, I went to 
the sitting room where my Aunt was waiting to greet me. The warmth of 
her welcome, taken in conjunction with the invitation, seemed to indicate 
that I had been rehabilitated and reinstated in my Aunt’s affections: it 
would appear that she had forgiven me the unfortunate escapade that had 
occurred on my last visit that had involved a shuttlecock, a fox’s brush and 
the portrait of our noble ancestor Sir Arbuthnot Molesworth, Bart., that 
hangs at the top of the grand staircase. I soon discovered, however, that I 
had not fully  discharged the debt that I had incurred for that misdemeanour 
of the previous summer.

No sooner had I entered the sitting room than Aunt Berta informed me 
that she had arranged for me to act as the judge of a baby show that was 
to be held the following day as part of the village fête. My heart sank and 
my good mood disappeared in an instant. I • opped down on to the settee 
opposite my Aunt, my head in my hands. After a pause that seemed to 
last for several minutes but which actually only lasted a matter of a few 
seconds, I confessed to my Aunt that all babies looked alike to me, and 
that, therefore, I was disquali! ed from undertaking such an important role 
and should be excused such a signal honour. My Aunt pointed out to me 
that she had given her word, the fact had been advertised and it was 
too late for me to withdraw. Resigning myself to the fact that whatever 
argument I might make as to my unsuitability as a judge of such an event 
would prove to be unavailing, and that, therefore, opposition to my Aunt 
was pointless and imprudent, I consented, reluctantly, with a good many 
misgivings about the outcome of this ill-advised appointment. I began to 
wonder who could have put this ludicrous idea into my Aunt’s head; she 
was not someone who was naturally malicious, though she could be a tri• e 
censorious at times.
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June 8 th

Having eaten a hearty breakfast – my Aunt had insisted that I was suitably 
forti• ed – I felt that I was playing out the role of a condemned man. 
Butterworth, who seemed to be delighting in my predicament, drove my 
Aunt and me to the village hall in the landau with the top down. It felt as 
if I was in a tumbrel. Yes, albeit a well-upholstered tumbrel but a tumbrel 
that was conveying me towards a fate that I would have sacri• ced half my 
collection of Rupert Bear Annuals to have avoided. 

I entered the hall and climbed up the steps to the platform – or should that 
be scaffold? In the state of mind in which I found myself, I was relieved 
to see that there wasn’t a guillotine on the stage, or a block; there was, 
however, a trapdoor on the far side of the stage, and I took particular care 
to avoid going anywhere near it.

And there before me, sat in the front row of seats, were • fteen mothers 
together with the matching number of rosy-cheeked babies, who, I have 
to say, behaved impeccably. At the sight of the assembled redoubtable 
matrons, my courage nearly failed me and I thought to bolt. But a look at 
my Aunt’s noble mien and I knew that I couldn’t let the family down and 
besmirch its honour or stain its escutcheon – they’re such a devil to get 
clean again – and bring down upon my head lasting opprobrium. 

It was then that I saw my old school chum, Johnson, minor, at the back of 
the hall leaning against the jamb of the door that gave entry to the kitchen. 
He was sporting one of the broadest grins that I had ever seen him sport 
– and I’ve seen him sport some very broad grins in my time. It suddenly 
dawned on me that it had been Johnson, minor, who had put the idea of my 
judging the baby show into my Aunt’s head. In a • ash I saw a way out of 
my dif• culty and, at the same time, of getting even with Johnson, minor.
 

I cleared my throat and addressed the expectant mothers as follows: 
‘You will agree with me, I think, that the babies are all little dears. I also 
think that you will agree with me that there is one baby here that is so 
much prettier than the others that it deserves to be placed in a class of its 
own. Now, in such a sensitive matter as this, I don’t think it would be fair 
to the other mothers if I were to announce publically the winner at this 
time.’ The mothers offered each other sympathetic smiles and nodded in 
acknowledgement of the judge’s obvious acumen and the sagacity of his 
words in expressing this thoughtful sentiment. Even I began to believe that 
I was acting in this way for their sakes and not my own.

‘If the mother who holds the winner in her arms – and she knows to whom 
I refer – will present herself and her winsome child at the house of Mr 
Johnson tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock, she will receive the award that she 
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so justly deserves. Thank you so much.’

At these words, the grin of amusement on Johnson’s face narrowed and 
• nally disappeared, contracted into a sphincter of anger as a shadow of 
foreboding fell across a countenance from which the colour was visibly 
draining. In the clamour that ensued, I left without a restraining hand coming 
to rest on my shoulder. I directed Butterworth to take me immediately to 
the station, and instructed him to have my luggage returned to me by the 
local carrier. 

June 9 th

I have heard, through communication with my Aunt, that there was quite 
a commotion outside Johnson’s house when • fteen fond mothers turned 
up to demand the prize that they thought they richly deserved. My Aunt 
placated the indignant mothers by inviting them all to Wren House and 
giving them a jolly • ne tea. Johnson was most grateful for my Aunt’s 
intervention. There is no doubt in my mind that I have a lot of work to do 
to get back into my Aunt’s good books. But it was worth it just to see the 
look on Johnson’s face. 

Dear Sir,
Just caught up with reading the May edition of the Whistler.  
One thing is bothering me.  Did Sean Cowling have a birthday 
halfway through the day of the Easter Egg Hunt?
signed

Puzzled of Bredenbury
(By e-mail, name and address supplied)

Dear Puzzled,

Unforuntaely I have been haring a slite prolem with my old tripewriter 
resently which has ment tht a few errorrs have crept into print.  I apalogise 
for this, and especially apologise to Sean Tucker  who was the real winner 
of the 6-11yrs Easter Egg Hunt.  Well done Sean! and not so well done for 
me getting it wring!

Editor      5/10    Must try harder!
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Established over 50 years ago, serving  
the agricultural community. 

Home Heating Oil
Agricultural Fuels
Mini tankers for dif• cult deliveries
24 hour answering service
Never run out – use our top-up service

Please telephone us LAST 
for the best price!

01837 55700 
Moorlands House, North Road, 

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1BQ

u
u
u
u
u

u
u
u

u

HIRST 
CONSTRUCTION LTD

Mobile:  07836 533535   
Of• ce:  01288 341095 

Email:  info@hirstconstruction.co.uk

Hirst Construction offer a wide range of products 
and services to both Commercial and Domestic 
customers.
Here are just some of these;

Property maintenance 
Drains 
Painting and light Duties
Tank Clearance 
Clearance and Installation of 
septic tanks and soakaways 
(including jet draining and camera insp). 
Plant Hire and Ground Works 
Tipper Lorry Hire 
14, 20 & 40 cubic yard skip hire 
for all your waste away 
Suppliers of Rough hardcore, Sand, 
Top soil and Chippings

 Froxton, Whitstone EX22 6TP      Tel: 01288 341293

We are a local, family firm based in 
Okehampton who pride ourselves on 
excellent service and customer care.

O Lorry with crane & winch

O Low loader

O Excavators 

O Crawler shovel

O All types of agricultural contracting

MOORES
OF FROXTON LTD

You could
advertise in this 

space

Phone Richard 
on

01288 341482



Whitstone Whistler June 2011           Page  35

Useful Telephone Numbers
  
  Cornwall Council  Enquiries    0300 1234 100
  
  Dentists  Emergency    0870 242 1242
   Oasis, Bude    01288 355 355
   Endsleigh, Holsworthy  01409 259330
   Morwenna, Bude   01288 352340
   DK Lawrence, Stratton  01288 356579

  Surgeries  NHS Direct    0845 4647
   Holsworthy Doctors   01409 253692
   Stratton Medical Centre  01288 352133

  Hospitals  Barnstaple    01271 322577
   Plymouth    0845 155 8155
   Stratton    01288 287 700
   Truro     01872 250000

  Libraries  Bude & Mobile    0300 1234 111
   Holsworthy    01409 253514

  Police   Bude     01288 357502
   Devon & Cornwall, Exeter  08452 777444

  Utilities  Electricity    0800 365 900
  Emergency  Gas     0800 111 999
   Water     0800 169 1144

  St Anne’s Hall Booking    01288 341309

  MP   Dan Rogerson    01566 777123
  Cornwall Councillor Phil Tucker    01288 341617

Mobile Library
Every other Tuesday

  St Anne’s Close  2:50 - 3:05 pm
  Hillhead   3:10 - 3:25 pm
  St Anne’s Home  3:30 - 3:45 pm
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